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Introduction

The purpose of this summer project is for you to begin to look at the living world around you and

record what you see using and combining a range of different media as well as using digital
photography. Avoid going back to the drawing and paint techniques that you were comfortable
with at school, instead, look to explore new techniques and begin to mix two or more media
together with each drawing you produce. As you begin the drawing and photographing of your
subjects, you will need to concentrate on ‘the formal elements’

What does ‘Formal Elements’ mean?

As you get ready to draw or line up your camera ready to take that perfect
photo, stop, observe and consider the following things before you begin - line,
tone (light and dark), shapes, surfaces, textures, patterns and the space
around your subject. How could your drawing styles, choice of media and
camera settings best capture some of these elements?

Task 1 - Drawing




During your summer vacation, | need you to produce 6 drawings on the theme of faces,

selecting various people, pets or wild animals
that you find interesting, for you to then draw
their faces. You will need to select animals and
people you can easily get access to and who
won’'t move around too much whilst you are
drawing them. Avoid draw from photographs;
the animals and people must ideally be in front
of you as you draw.

o Think about how you compose your
page, what are the most interesting or
unusual angles? Consider grouping
animals or people together (crowds),
study their expression, eyes and head
posture. Think about the scale of your
work — it can be any size up to A3, so try
different sizes. Don’t draw in the middle
of a page and leave the remaining
space blank. Aim to fill the space
available and make everything look as
interesting as you can. The more
unusual your technique and media application, the better

o If you are stuck and don’t know what to draw perhaps get on-line and look at some
examples of other illustrators and artists work to inspire you (Pinterest). Most will
have used people and animals as references for their work so you should be able to
find someone whose technique could then inspire your own drawings. Go to
YouTube, and look at the short tutorials delivered by ‘Proko’ to help improve your
plotting technique.

o As you develop your drawings, aim to mix two different media, from the traditional to
the more unusual combinations. Extensive examples can be found on Pinterest, but
it could be media such as biro and watercolour, charcoal over a page and then draw
into this with a rubber, liquid ink applied with a sharpened edge, a range of graphite
pencils and writing pens, marker pens then brushed over with a damp brush.... the
options are endless. Just be imaginative and varied in your approach.

Aim to develop a MINIMUM OF 6 different drawings, changing your
subject and choice of media in each one of your drawings

Task 2 —




Photos

o For this second and final section of the project, you will need to have access to a
digital camera or phone. Before you begin, it's worth going back to the camera
settings to explore all the options available, such as sweep panoramic, lighting
settings, sepia, 70’s, black and white...etc. and aim to explore these options as you
develop your photos. It will also be worth experimenting with creative photo
manipulation apps.

o As you go looking for examples of people and animal faces, aim for interesting
arrangements where they can be captured within their daily environment, such as
farms, zoos, being walked, sporting events (Burghley), music festivals, relaxing on
holiday...etc. When taking photos on location, be sure to take someone with you to
assist you in your work. If you are heading off on holiday or to a new location, this will
be a great opportunity to photograph new cultures. | would recommend you take
between 80 — 100 photos to then select the 10 best. No selfies, or snapchat filters

o Your work can be any size you wish up to A3 and any paper type that you can find; in
fact, the more varied the better. You will eventually be mounting your photos into your
first A3 sketchbook during your first week at college.

Aim to develop, print and mount your 710 STRONGEST PHOTOGRAPHS.

If you do not have a printer at home, just compile your 10 images on a word document or as
jpeg’s and send them in to me before the start of term. Email via: max.penn@ieg.ac.uk

If you have any questions regarding this work or have any questions about your course
please do not hesitate to email myself or our department manager via
rachael.cooper@ieg.ac.uk
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